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The International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) makes every effort to ascertain
the accuracy of the items contained in this packet which are products of its own research. Nevertheless,
some of the information contained is based on research by third parties unconnected with IGLHRC.
Accordingly, IGLHRC cannot assume any responsibility for the accuracy of the information contained in
this packet obtained by these third parties.

The information contained in the packet was supplied solely for the purpose of supporting an asylum or
immigration claim. This information cannot be used in any other way without the consent of IGLHRC.
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SUVA, Dec 28 (AFP) - Fiji cannot atford the drugs needed to
treat people suffering from HIV and AIDS, a senior health official
said Monday.

"As a policy we are not treating HIV at the moment," said

Doctor Ganesh Rao, acting medical superintendent at Suva's Colonial L5
. . En

War Memorial Hospltal. R

"These drugs are very expensive and have considerable 1

9
CAcn
Py
gre
CCQ

side-effects. It's a case of priorities. If we spend money buying
these expensive drugs, we would be depriving the many diabetic and
hypertension patients."

His comments followed disclosures that students at the 1e010nal
University of the South Pacific had contracted HIV.

One student, a French Polynesian who had returned to Tahiti,
earlier this month she gave a dramatic account of HIV/AIDS exposure
at the university to the annual meeting of the Pacific Islands News
Association.

Her comments, repeated in most of the key regional newspapers,
caused widespread political concern. In Fiji she could only be
treated for pneumonia but in French Polynesia she is given a good
prognosis with extensive drug treatment.

"We have got drugs available for prevention of HIV in cases
where people get comdmmated " Rao told AFP.

Prevention lequued a six week treatment whereas the treatment
of actual HIV cases would be long term: and expensive, he said.

Diabetes and hypertension are considered a matter of national
concern in Fiji which has only 43 HIV positive cases.

But Rao said that "in the light of developments taking place”
health authorities are reviewing their policy on HIV drugs and were
cons‘idering whether to extend treatment to mothers who are HIV
positive.

"We are slowly discussing these aspects and developing protocol
but it will take time."” he said.
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